




consent before, ask who the nursing home lists as the main contact, and check if this person 

is one of our listed contacts. 

When calling a family member to request pennission to visit, explain that we will check 

records and, ifpossible, obtain an ECG and blood pressure. We do not take blood or do any 

invasive tests. If the participant is severely impaired, we will use the consent only to check 

records and discuss events with the nursing staff. If the family member agrees to the visit, 

send a cover letter (samples available) with two copies of the consent fonn (the second copy 

is for their records) with a return envelope. Highlight the parts that must be completed: the 

boxes to be checked, signature and witness, and date. When the completed consent fonn is 

returned, make sure everything has been properly signed. If so, schedule an appointment 

with the nursing home and let them know you have a signed consent. 

If the nursing home staff member tells you the participant has died since our last visit or 

health update, complete a Death Information Form which goes t~lfthe 

nursing home can't or won't provide the information we need and the death occurred several 

months ago, call a family member for infonnation. If you're told the participant is too ill for 

a visit and/or has had serious medical events since our last update, you may call a family 

member for a health update (using the Medical History Update form). 

For both Home Visits and Nursing Home Visits: 

If you had no previous knowledge ofcognitive impairment, and the MMSE score is less than 24 or 

has dropped three or more points since the last exam, we will want a Consent by Substituted 

Judgment form. If, in your opinion, you feel you should not continue the exam, stop. But if you 

feel it is appropriate to continue, try to call the next ofkin or responsible person and get verbal 

permission for the exam. When possible, you can fax a Consent by Substituted Judgment form. If 

you can't reach a family member at the time of the exam but you feel it is appropriate to complete 

the exam, call a family member/responsible party as soon as possible thereafter, explain that you 

would be more comfortable having them sign the Consent, and then send the substituted judgment 

form with a return envelope. The file will be held for data entry and research purposes until we 

receive the Consent by Substituted Judgment, which is given to 
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	DisclaimerBox0: Persons using assistive technology may not be able to fully access information in this file. For assistance, e-mail biolincc@imsweb.com. Include the Web site and filename in your message.


